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SUBJECT: RHODESIA: CONVERSATION WITH CO-MINISTER OF FINANCE, 

ERNEST BULLE 

1 . GRAHAM AND I INVITED ERNEST BUT I F. TO LUNCH WITH US IN MY ROOM 
AT THE MEICKLES HOTEL. IT WAS A SPIRITED CONVERSATION IN 

WHICH BULLE, WHO IS PROBABLY THE MOST ARTICULATE AND SELF 
CONFIDENT AFRICAN MEMBER OF THE PRESENT REGIME, TOOK A COCKY 
POSITION ABOUT THE STATE OF THE ECONOMY AND THE STRENGTH OF THE 
INTERNAL SETTLEMENT. 

2. BULLE MADE NO BONES ABOUT HIS DISSATISFACTION WITH THE MARCH 
3 AGREEMENT AND THE SLOW PACE OF TRANSFER OF AUTHORITY TO 
AFRICANS UNDER THE PRESENT REGIME. IT DID NOT BOTHER HIM, 

HOWEVER, HE SAID, BECAUSE ON JANUARY 1 THEY WOULD BE IN CONTROL 
AND THEY COULD PUT UP WITH THE SITUATION UNTIL THEN. HOWEVER, 

HE WAS VERY CLEAR THAT WHEN JANUARY 1 CAME THEY WOULD NOT 

BE BOTHERED BY THE CONSTITUTIONAL ARRANGEMENTS WHICH HAD BEEN 
SO CAREFULLY WORKED OUT IN THE MARCH 3 AGREEMENT. THAT KIND OF 
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THING, HE SAID, COULD BE CHANGED OVERNIGHT. SIMILARLY, HE 

LEFT NO ILLUSIONS ABOUT THE SPEED WITH WHICH WHOEVER TOOK 

CHARGE OF THE INDEPENDENT COUNTRY WOULD TAKE CARE OF ITS OPPOSITION. 

3. WE TALKED AT LENGTH ABOUT THE ALL PARTIES MEETING WITHOUT, 
HOWEVER, COVERING MUCH NEW GROUND. BULLE LISTENED AND OBVIOUSLY 
UNDERSTOOD THE POINTS WE WERE MAKING WITHOUT COMMITTING HIM 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


SELF TO SUPPORTING THE MEETING. 

4. WE ASKED BULLE ABOUT THE DAILY REPORTS OF DEFECTIONS FROM THE 
UANC AND THE ACCUSATIONS THAT IT IS NOW DOMINATED BY A "EASTERN 
PROVINCE CLIQUE." (BULLE IS AN NDEBELE FROM THE WEST, OF 
COURSE). HE IS OBVIOUSLY VERY ANNOYED AT THE SITUATION WHICH 

HE CLAIMS IS ENTIRELY A PRESS CAMPAIGN AGAINST THE UANC, LED 
CHIEFLY BY THE PATRIOTIC FRONT ORIENTED SALISBURY DAILY, 

THE ZIMBABWE TIMES. 

5. WE ASKED BULLE ABOUT FREQUENT REPORTS WE HEAR OF NDEBELE 
DEMANDS FOR SPECIAL REPRESENTATION IN THE PARLIAMENT OF 
INDEPENDENT ZIMBABWE. HE ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THIS WAS A SERIOUS 
PROBLEM. THE MISTAKE, HE SAID, HAD BEEN TO GIVE THE NDEBELE 
CHIEFS EQUAL NUMBER WITH THE SHONA CHIEFS IN THE SENATE 
PROPOSED IN THE NEW CONSTITUTION. NOW THEY ARE DEMANDING THE 
SAME THING IN THE PARLIAMENT. THIS, OF COURSE, IS IMPOSSIBLE 

AND BULLE SAID IT IS CREATING A SERIOUS COUNTER REACTION AMONG 
THE SHONA. 

6. COMMENT: IN HIS FIELD, BULLE IS IMPRESSIVE. HE APPEARS TO 
BE A GOOD ADMINISTRATOR AND A DECISIVE, PERCEPTIVE ECONOMIC 
POLICY MAKER. HE WOULD CLEARLY LIKE THE POLITICIANS TO 
STRAIGHTEN THINS OUT SO THAT HE CAN BE LEFT TO RUN THE ECONOMIC 
PROGRAMS OF THE COUNTRY IN AN EFFICIENT MANNER. AS WITH SO 
MANY OTHERS LIKE BULLE, HE HAS LITTLE ATTACHMENT TO FUNDAMENTAL 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 PRETOR 05033 28141 1Z 

DEMOCRATIC PRINCIPLES AND WOULD MUCH RATHER BE ALLOWED TO RUN 
THE ECONOMY IN A TIGHTLY CONTROLLED AUTHORIZATIAN STRUCTURE. 

IN POLITICS HE IS DOGMATIC, NAIVE, AND INCLINED TO STRONG 
PARTISANSHIP. 

7. IT IS HARD TO KNOW HOW MUCH WEIGHT TO PUT ON HIS CONCERN OVER 
GROWING NDEBELE NATIONALISM. THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT TRIBAL 
CONSCIOUSNESS IS GROWING AT THE MOMENT WITHIN RHODESIA. 

IF ENCOURAGED, IT CAN BECOME MORE AND MORE DEVISIVE. IF, 

HOWEVER, NKOMO EMERGES IN A POSITION OF STRONG AUTHORITY, 

NDEBELE NATIONALISM COULD PROBABLY BE CONTAINED AND THE MAJORITY 
SHONA WOULD BE ALLOWED TO PLAY THEIR ROLE IN MOST OF THE 
POSITIONS OF AUTHORITY. IT SEEMS TO BE A THREAT ON THE HORIZON 
RATHER THAN AN ACTUAL AND IMMEDIATE DANGER TO THE ALREADY 
COMPLICATED POLITICAL PICTURE IN RHODESIA. 

EDMONDSON 
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